Participant risk and hazard briefing document

Warning: Fiordland National Park is a remote and challenging
environment where weather can change rapidly, and conditions can
become dangerous with little notice. Heavy rain, flooding, strong winds,
cold temperatures, snow, and avalanches can occur at any time of year.

The Fiordland Wapiti Foundation.

For more than 20 years, we have managed moderate- to high-risk
activities in Fiordland while maintaining a strong health and safety
record.

Before participants are accepted into the Wahine & Wapiti programme, a
full briefing will take place. During this process, participants can ask
questions about Fiordland Wapiti and the Fiordland Wapiti Foundation,
and the Foundation can assess each participant’s suitability for the
programme.

Key Hazards
* Flooded rivers, streams, and tracks after heavy rain.

Strong winds and wind chill on ridges, saddles, and exposed
alpine areas.

Snow and avalanche danger in winter and spring, especially on
alpine routes.

Cold, wet conditions that can lead to hypothermia.

Remote terrain with limited communications and delayed rescue
response.

Driving hazards on remote and unsealed roads, including slips and
closures.

Back country wire bridges.

* Earthquakes.
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