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Category 2 – Best Live Animal
Our second photo category was for the ‘best live animal picture’ of a Wapiti 
taken during the 2021 bugle and the top prize was a pair of Lowa Tibet boots 
valued at $729!

First place was given to Matt Senior for his classic photo of a great young bull 
bugling his way down a ridge (he might look familiar from our ‘best bull left’ 
category). The photo is on the wider side, but it is framed nicely, has a distant 
backdrop to make the bull ‘pop’ and the very scene epitomises what Wapiti hunting 
in Fiordland is all about – big creamy bulls bugling up on the tops. Nice work Matt!

Second place in the live animal category goes to Angus Mabin for this great 
scene of an imposing Wapiti bull following his cow on some flats and bugling back 
across at the photographer. Again, this photo embodies everything hunters love 
about the bugle. As a side note, Angus and crew decided to leave this bull as they 
were worried his lighter frame and relatively skinny body indicated his was still on 
the younger side. Reflecting on their photos after the trip, they think they might 
have misjudged the situation slightly and he was in fact an older bull who was just 
in poor body condition and probably going back in the antler department. What do 
you guys think? 

Evaluating Wapiti on the hoof is by no means easy but you’re always better to be 
safe than sorry! Well done Angus, Connor and crew for showing a great selfless 
mindset throughout their 2021 bugle hunt and leaving some great bulls on the hill 
to carry on breeding and grow even bigger for next year’s hunters to consider…

Angus Mabin’s second place image
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Third place in 
the category 
goes to Connor 
Hobbs for some 
great photos of 
a lone bull and 
an inquisitive 
cow and calf. 
The bull looks to 
be a nice 5 year 
old 12 pointer – 
exactly the sort 
of animals that 
need to be left 
to mature so 
great decision 
on that side of things. This could have potentially been a winning photograph if the 
bull had a better scenic backdrop rather than looking straight down on him… we 
get that Wapiti aren’t always the most complying models! 

The photo of the cow and calf is a beautiful one and it’s potentially the ‘best photo’, 
but we’ve given extra points to the earlier bull photos in terms of  ‘difficulty to 
capture’. Nice work Connor and we encourage more people to submit photos next 
year as we’re sure there’s plenty of great ones that didn’t come through.

Connor Hobbs’ third equal images



26

FIORDLAND WAPITI FOUNDATION 
ANNUAL REPORT 2020/21

3. Best Scenic or Wildlife
Our third category was for the best 
scenic or wildlife photograph and 
the prizes were a MSR WindBurner 
Personal Stove System (RRP $299.99) 
and a Therm-a-Rest NeoAir XTherm 
mattress ($499.99) thanks to the team 
at Ampro.

First place goes to Karl Puklowski for a 
nicely framed and imposing Fiordland 
mountain reflection.

Second place goes to Connor Hobbs 
for capturing the beautiful light of 
clear-sky sunset on the Fiordland tops.

Third place goes to Nicholas Love 
for a great shot taken high above the 
clouds while the lower valleys and lake 
are engulfed in complete white-out.

Karl Puklowski

Connor Hobbs

Nicholas Love
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Karl Puklowski

PROTECTING 
NATIVE SPECIES
Its hard work running a predator control program in Fiordland. 
It’s also expensive work and during Covid 19 the FWF lost two of its predator 
control sponsors. 

During the 20/21 season the Foundation funded 90% of the program out of its 
own savings, taking money away from other projects. It takes around 60k to fund 
our predator program.

Currently the team is trying to replace those sponsors. We are looking at options 
like people sponsoring a trap. We have 500 of them to service so hopefully we can 

Results for the  
20/21 season

Location Stoat Rat
Upper Worsley 6 17
Lower Worsley 21 28
Castle 15 26
Upper Glaisnock 13 3
Lower Glaisnock 34 13
Nitz 15 7
Lugar Burn 5 14
Grand Total 109 108
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Existing and proposed bait stations

overcome this bump in the road.

The DOC survey showed the most number of pairs of whio in the Worsley/Castle 
catchment since they started monitoring - 16 pairs - with 16 pairs also counted in 
the Glaisnock/Nitz/Lugar Burn area. There were very few ducklings last season (not 
just in the FWF area) because of flooding in spring. 

The Nitz Valley
The Nitz valley is a very special piece of country and the bird population is 
looking very positive. Currently we have a trap line on the true left of the valley 
which provides protection mainly for whio but we are starting to hear and see 
kiwi in the valley as well as kaka, kea, weka, falcon and an assortment of other 
species. So, the team thought it would be a great idea to provide some extra 

Existing and proposed traps
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protection that would help 
these birds even more. The 
FWF contracted Cam Speedy 
to write a management 
proposal for the Nitz Creek, 
which included more stoat 
and rat traps and some 
annual possum control.

We are currently discussing 
this proposal with the 
Department of Conservation. 

There are opportunities 
for people to be involved 
with the Fiordland Wapiti 
Foundation trapping 
program or any one of our 
other programs like the Kea 
surveys or hut restoration. 
Contact the Foundation at 
fwfsecretary@gmail.com

Kea Damage On Nitz Traps
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TRADEMARK

CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION
TRADE MARK

TRADE MARK REGISTRATION NUMBER: 1165796

In accordance with the Trade Marks Act 2002 this trade mark was entered on the register of 
trade marks on 4 June 2021 with a deemed registration date of 3 December 2020. The details 
of registration are:

      

Owner(s): FIORDLAND WAPITI FOUNDATION INCORPORATED, 151 Spey Street, 
Invercargill 9810, New Zealand

In respect of the goods and services that follow. 

Ross van der Schyff
Commissioner of Trade Marks 

Issued on 4 June 2021

The FWF logo has now been recognised as a registered trademark 
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COLLABORATION

Time and time again you will hear comments from the Foundation that 
we don’t know everything, and our management systems are purely 
based around “adaptive management” - if something is not working we 
change it
If something is working we extend it into other fields. 

The Wapiti Foundation is writing this manual. One thing about the Wapiti team is 
we are very resourceful at finding and using a collaborated approach to extract 
knowledge from those people around us who are involved with similar activities as 
ours. Likewise, we are good at sharing our success so that the rest of NZ benefits 
from what we do.

NZ is a small place. We have around 80-100,000 large game hunters and if we are 
wanting a future for our sport it’s only going to happen if we collaborate.

Photo: Annual Wapiti Meeting. 24 people from around NZ met and discussed the 
Foundations progress and ideas and helped with improving them. When the FWF 
wrote its annual plan with the Department of Conservation years ago this strategy 
was written into the plan. The benefit of this being included into the plan is it 
ensures that we get a gathering of experts in the fields of animal management, 
hunter management and native species together to learn from one another.
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Volunteers
Volunteers are the heartbeat of the Wapiti Foundation. Almost all of the work 

undertaken by the Foundation is done by volunteers. They are passionate, dedicated 
and lead the country with the work they do to make this Wapiti program successful.
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Covid 19 has created a lot of financial issues for our sponsors. The Foundation 
have lost some of the main contributors to the program because of it. We really 
want to thank those who were still  able to support us during the 20/21 season.
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NZ Hunter

New Zealand Deerstalkers Association
Safari Club International
Paradise Valley Springs 

Fiordland Frontier Supplies
Placemakers Te Anau

WhioForever 
Department of Conservation 
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Fiordland Wapiti Foundation 
 
The FWF is marketing fleece tees and caps as a fundraiser. 
 
Please tick the appropriate size and/or colour you would like and email back to 
pam.applegarth@fwf.org.nz. 
 
Orders will be available for collection at AGM or can be posted for $5.00. 
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$39.99 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




